
Options Evening   

Year 9 2019 



Mr Chauhan (Assistant Headteacher) - Data: How to understand it, what it 
means and how to use it to support your child. 

 Students in Y9 will have arrived at secondary school with a 
KS2 standardised score.  
 

 This is calculated from the end of KS2 assessment, which is 
sat in all state primary schools. 
 

• A student’s score is between 80 and 120. 
 
 If students have not completed KS2 tests at primary school, 

we use our internal assessments to determine a starting 
point.  



Mr Chauhan (Assistant Headteacher) - Data: How to understand it, what it 
means and how to use it to support your child. 

 We are able to estimate an end of KS4 (GCSE) outcome based on 
this score. 
 

 Students are set a minimum expected score, which they should at 
least meet, if not exceed.  
 

 Students’ progress will be monitored toward this score.  
 

 If we have calculated a minimum expected score of 6 for a 
student’s GCSEs, we expect them to achieve an average score of 6 
in all assessments throughout the year (please see diagram on next 
page). 
 

 If they meet their minimum expected score, they will be achieving 
above the national average for students with similar prior 
attainment. 



Progress 
Students are making progress even if the score they get for each 
assessment is the same, as the content becomes more challenging 
over time. 
They should be at - or above - their minimum expected score in order 
to demonstrate progress. 

Mr Chauhan (Assistant Headteacher) - Data: How to understand it, what it 
means and how to use it to support your child. 

You may see a drop in grades 

between Y9 and Y10. From Y10 

students will be assessed 

against the criteria for the whole 

of KS4 (2 years) 



Progress Examples 
• We have determined the minimum expectation using the standardised 

scores from the KS2 tests which range from 80 – 120. 

• By comparing this to outcomes at GCSE we can estimate a minimum 

expectation for each subject.  

Mr Chauhan (Assistant Headteacher) - Data: How to understand it, what it 
means and how to use it to support your child. 

Student KS2 standardised 

score 

English 

Minimum 

Expectation 

Maths Minimum 

Expectation 

Science, 

Language, 

History or 

Geography 

Minimum 

Expectation 

Minimum 

Expectation for 

any other 

Subject 

Student A 
85 

(3rd percentile) 
1 1 1 1 

Student B 
103 

(49th percentile) 
5 5 5 5 

Student C 
112 

(86th percentile) 
7 7 7 7 



Assessment 
Students in Year 9 will be given a score from 1-9 for each of their 
subjects. Broadly, the scores 1-9 can be described as follows: 

SCORE Description of Score 

7, 8, 9 Students demonstrate advanced knowledge 

and understanding of the key stage 4 

related content and skills 

4, 5, 6 Students demonstrate secure knowledge 

and understanding of the key stage 4 

related content and skills 

1, 2, 3 Students have yet to demonstrate secure 

knowledge and understanding of the key 

stage 4 related content and skills 
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Mr Chauhan (Assistant Headteacher) - Data: How to understand it, what it 
means and how to use it to support your child. 



GCSE Programme of 

Study 

GCSEs 

• Designed for a 2 year period of study with Maths and 

English having already started in Year 9 

• Linear, so students take all exams at the end of the 

course (Summer 2021) 

Mrs Hancock – Head of Year 9 



9-1 GCSE Grading 
In comparison to the old GCSEs 

broadly the same proportion of 

students will achieve: 

•  a grade 4 and above is 

equivalent to those who achieved 

a grade C and above 

• a grade 7 and above is equivalent 

to those who achieved a grade A 

and above 
 

A grade 5 has been defined as a 

strong pass by the Department for 

Education 

BTEC Grades 
GCSE Grade 
equivalent  

Level 2 Distinction* 8.5 

Level 2 Distinction 7 

Level 2 Merit 5.5 

Level 2 Pass 4 

Level 1 Pass 1.75 



English Baccalaureate 

(EBacc) 
The Government want the majority of students to study the 

EBacc subjects in Key Stage 4. 

English Language• Mathematics • Science • MFL (French, 

Ivrit or Spanish) • Humanities (History or Geography) 

To pass the EBacc a student must have a ‘strong pass’ (grade 

5+) in the above subjects. 

At JFS 

• English, English Literature, Mathematics, Science (double) 

and one of the Humanities are core subjects and must be 

studied. 

• Languages: All students capable of achieving a strong pass 

at GCSE should opt for at least one MFL (French, Spanish 

or Ivrit). 

Please note: This is a performance measure not a qualification 



Universities want students to have a broad range of GCSEs at high 

grades – the EBacc subjects would make a good foundation for 

University courses, although this is not a requirement for study at 

university.  

 

Specific courses will want specific subjects at GCSE and A Level – e.g. 

Science based university course; would favour triple Science, 

however, students taking Combined Science can still access A’Level 

Science if they do well at GCSE.  Entry level requirements for 6th form 

at JFS for current 6th formers is now included in the GCSE options 

booklet on the last page. Please see the JFS webiste for details. 

 

EBacc subjects are the government’s way of facilitating subjects for a 

wide range of courses 

English Baccalaureate 

(EBacc) 



FAQ 
 

Q1) If my child is taking Ivrit GCSE in Year 9 does this count towards the 
Ebacc? 

A1) Yes, for students who are sitting their Ivrit GCSE In Year 9 and get a 5+ 
this will count towards the Ebacc.  These students may opt to take a 
language in Year 10-11 or choose a second optional option instead. 

 

Q2) If my child is taking Russian GCSE next year, will this count as part of 
the EBacc.? 

A2) Yes, if sitting Russian GCSE in the new certified course (graded 9-1 not 
the old A*-G system) who achieve a 5+ may also include this towards the 
EBacc. 

 

Q3)  My child is getting very low scores in languages, do they have to take 
a language? 

A3) No, students who are routinely attaining lower than a 5 in their 
language subjects do not have to take a language and should consider 
taking a second optional subject.  If they wish to study a language they can 
still opt for a language. 

 



Q4) My child wants to do two creative subjects but is getting above 5’s in 
their language subjects.  Can they drop a language. 

A4) For students who are able, we expect them to take the EBacc route. 
This may mean, for some, they cannot do two Optional subjects.  

Our reasons are so that students: 

a)      Maintain breadth of curriculum 

b)      Follow government guidance re keeping a range of subjects 

c)       Keep future options open as interests may change 

d)      Some interests can be followed through other paths not just GCSEs 

Once students have made their choices, we will review all options to check 
that EBacc is covered and, if not, that there are sound reasons for this. 

 

Q5)  My child has a learning difficulty, do they still have to do a humanity?   

A5)  For many a humanity will still be an appropriate route to take.  For 
some a discussion with Mrs Roston would be recommended who can advise 
a more suitable route. 

 



Raising the Participation Age 

• Raising of the participation age – all students to 

remain in education or training until 18. 

• It does NOT mean they have to stay at school; 

however, we expect the majority will choose to stay 

at JFS. 

•  Possible other choices: 

– Full time education (school or college) 

– Work Based Learning (Apprenticeship)  

– Part-time education/training if employed, self-

employed or volunteering for 20+ hours 



The JFS School Curriculum Year 10 

September 2019 

Students will study: 

• English Language and English Literature 

• Mathematics 

• Double or Triple Science (more to follow) 

• Jewish Studies (Religious Studies) 

• At least one humanities subject (Geography/History) 

• Most students will study one Language 

(French/Spanish/Ivrit) and one Optional Subject in 

addition to the above  (students can choose a second 

language and not pick up an Options subject) 

• Students must also take PE (Games) – non-exam  

• PSHCE (Personal, social, health and citizenship 

education) – non-exam 

 



The JFS School optional subject options 

September 2019 

Depending on which pathway has been selected, students 
will select 1 or 2 of the following; 

• Art    Geography  French 

• Computer Science  History   Spanish 

• Child Development (National Certificate Level ½) 

• PE (GCSE)    PE (BTEC)   Ivrit  

• Drama   Health and Social Care (BTEC)   

• Music 

• Product Design (BTEC) 

• Food Preparation and Nutrition 

• Fashion and Textiles (BTEC) 

• Dance 

• Tech Award (BTEC) 

Additional GCSE available 
and taught during 

lunch/after school; 
 

Astronomy 



1. Courses can only run if enough people 

choose them.  

2. If only a small number of students want to 

do a certain course then it is unlikely it will 

run. 

3. If any courses are over subscribed students 

will be approached and informed of this 

and a reserve option will be discussed. 

The JFS School Options  

Year 10 September 2019 



When having a discussion with your child please remind 

them of the following; 

• DO NOT choose a subject because a friend is choosing it; 

they may not end up in the same group. 

• DO NOT choose a subject because it appears to be an easy 

option. 

• DO NOT choose a subject before obtaining full details 

about all that the course involves. 

• DO NOT choose a subject because of a particular teacher, 

he/she may not be teaching the subject at Key Stage 4. 

• DO NOT worry if your children cannot take all the subjects 

they would like to study; many subjects can be taken up 

later at Sixth Form even if not studied at GCSE. 

 

The JFS School Options  

TOP TIPS 



When having a discussion with your son/daughter please 

remind them of the following; 

• DO examine their latest report and consult with teachers. 

• DO find out as much as possible about what they will learn 

in all courses. 

• DO consider how much progress they have made in this 

subject previously. 

• DO take into account how interesting and enjoyable the 

subject has been. 

• DO take advice from teachers about the suitability of the 

course. 

 

The JFS School Options  

TOP TIPS 



Important Dates 

Options submissions deadline: 18th 

March 2019 
 



Choosing your GCSE options 

Dr. Wakelin 



Using Options online 

Each student will make their choices for their 
GCSEs via an online system. 

 

• This allows them to make changes quickly 
and easily themselves until the deadline 

• Whatever they choose will automatically 
be picked up by the school and so there 
should be no errors 

 



Registering for Options 
online 

Using their own LGFL email accounts each 
student will receive a link to register for the 
Options online program which is opened through.  
 
 
 
This can be accessed from the school website 
 
The students will register during their Computing 
lessons in the next few days. 



Making choices 



Making choices 



Reserve option 

There are rare occasions when the combination 
of GCSE options for a student cannot be 
timetabled.  

 

The student will need to choose an alternative 
subject. On the options form it is possible to 
indicate on the form one subject as a reserve 
which would be considered if it fits the 
timetable. 

The school will discuss this with the student if it 
arises.   

 



Common errors on entry 

Students put down too many or too few 
choices. Putting down more options does not 
mean more subjects can be studied. 

 

After choosing between Combined or 
Separate sciences, each student should select: 

    3  subjects (one humanity + a language (for 
most) and one other) 

Extra Curricular subjects are additional to this. 

 



Making changes 
To change their options students 
just google:  

sims-options.co.uk  
 
Then type in their LGFL password 
and log in. 

 

They can alter their choice up until 
the deadline. After that the form is 
locked. Further changes can only 
be made by discussion with the 
Head of Year. 



GCSE Sciences 

Students will do either: 

 

    Combined Science (2 x GCSE = Double 
science)  

    Separate Sciences (3 x GCSE = Triple 
science) 

 

In both situations they will study Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics. 



Both options enable students to study science 
subjects at A level should they wish to. 
 
Separate science students will received a separate 
grade (9-1) for each of Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics. 
 
Combined science students will receive a double 
grade which is an average of the performance in 
all three sciences – e.g. this can be 6,6 or 7,7 or 7,6 



Who should choose 
separate sciences? 

It is for those students who: 
1)Like science 
2)Are good at science 
3)Are prepared to work harder with a significant amount of 
independent learning. 

 
It is taught with the same number of lessons as for combined 
science, but with a whole GCSE’s worth of extra content. 
 
Benefits:  
An extra GCSE 
Better preparation for A level sciences. 



Who does Separate 
sciences (Triple)? 

Students wishing to be considered for Separate 
sciences MUST select this as one of their choices. 
 
If it is not selected now, students cannot change 
their minds if they do well in the end of year 
exam. 
 
It is restricted to the more able science students.  
 
There are usually 3 or 4 classes. 
 
 
 



Why does the school restrict 
numbers? 

The Triple science course is taught at a 
faster pace with less consolidation of 
material. 

 

There is greater content and so much 
more to revise for the final exams. 

 

For less strong or motivated students they 
are likely to struggle to keep up. 

 

 

 



How do we choose who 
does Separate Science 

The school chooses the best students from those 
who have chosen Separate science. 

 

Students are chosen based on performance in 
the end of year exam, performance in 
assessments throughout the year and teacher 
judgement. 

 

There are usually a number of students who are 
unsuccessful. 

 

 

 


