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Who Can’t Wait For Summer? 

With GCSEs approaching fast, Year 11s are beginning to stress. Tension 

is starting to build up in the corridors, whilst sweat drips on each Year 

11s forehead. The reality of how close they are has started to haunt 

the whole year. Having interviewed one of them, it is clear that he 

can't wait for the summer, after he gets them over with. Nevertheless, 

he is slowly feeling more and more prepared, he explains that writing 

notes early helps with this. He is sure that by the time these agonising 

GCSEs come around he will feel ready. He also mentioned that JFS are 

trying very hard to make him feel better about the exams as well as 

ensuring that the Year 11s know the importance of them. However, he is not sure how effective their tips are on revision 

although they do help to an extent.  

Furthermore, a sixth former, who has just done his GCSE’s, advises the Year 11s not to take anything for granted and to 

revise as much as possible. After these unpredictable GCSEs, Year 11s will have to decide on their next path, most of 

them heading on to sixth form. This Sixth former says that JFS encouraged him to pick his strongest subjects for A-levels 

as well as the ones that come easiest to him. 

 Overall, these menacing GCSEs are just around the corner for the poor Year 11s so they should take into mind the advice 

given, work hard and just try their best. After them, they can enjoy an extra-long summer and be super proud when their 

results come through. Good luck Year 11s! 

By Amelia Reeves, Year 9 

Science Week at JFS 

Recently it was Science week at JFS, there were a series of phenomenal events such as a 

planetarium about space, a rat dissection and ice cream made out of liquid nitrogen. 

What is Science Week? Science week is an international celebration of Science and 

technology. Running annually in the United Kingdom, it features more than 1000 events 

delivered in schools, museums and many other places. These events intrigue people from any 

age. 

Established in 1997, Science week provides an opportunity to acknowledge the immense 

contributions of scientists to the world of knowledge. It also aims to encourage interest in 

Science pursuits and to encourage younger people to be more interested in our planet.  

By Jacob Leon , Year 7 
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Events round up. 

Our Journalists report on exciting happenings at JFS 
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V4D Week 

This year JFS has had another Visibility for Disability Week (V4D Week) and it is all about promoting disability. The 

current team Visibility for Disability team leader Maya Robinson has been going into assemblies and telling the 

students what will ensue so, first of all what’ happened this year? On Monday there were TED Talks; on Tuesday 

there was a debate; on Wednesday there was an open mic poetry event, on Thursday there was be a blind 

football match between teachers and finally on Friday there were the authors of ‘A Major Adjustment’, Andy & 

Sarah Merriman who came in! 

The team have been working very hard with Ms Padda and the charity committee as well to pull everything off! As 

well as this, teachers and students both gave pause for thoughts! The team are all very passionate but their 

leader is in her last year of school– she has said that “I am so proud to see how ‘Visibility for Disability’ has grown 

and developed over the last two years.’ It is truly a privilege to see the direct impact this project is having on the 

JFS community - attitudes towards disability are changing and the school is becoming a more inclusive place. I 

cannot wait to see what the future holds for ‘Visibility for Disability’.” These passionate students spend a year 

planning and they have meetings every Friday in Ms Padda’s classroom. If a student would ever like to donate a 

painting, poem or anything artistic you can hand it in there and students who want to help can feel free to attend 

a meeting a give thoughts! 

Most of the events were be held in the sixth form study room and the V4D Team urges all younger students to 

know it is fine to go into sixth form for these events and there should be a V4D member waiting outside- so if you 

need to be escorted they can help you, if you want take part this year! If you ever have a family member or friend 

with disability make sure you always support, love and acknowledge them and try your hardest not to let it get in 

the way – after all they are still a person who feels and can easily feel guilt for something beyond their control! 

There will be another V4D week next year and it should be just as amazing. I hope you enjoyed the week. 

By Max Morris, Year 9  
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JFS Y8 vs Preston Manor 

The year 8 football team cruised past Preston Manor with an incredible6-1 win against the visitors. Not long after 

the away team kicked off, Alex Brickman strolled past two defenders and nutmegged the keeper at a tight angle. 

Soon after Jordan Okwar whipped the ball in to box with Ollie Tibber finishing it off at the back post. The visitors 

did get one back with a through on goal opportunity, saved by the keeper but deflected back to the striker, who 

scored in an open net. JFS wrapped up the game when Zach Simon intended to cross the ball in from the corner 

flag, but the ball found itself in the net. Ollie got his second goal to put the home side in a very comfortable posi-

tion with a goal to the bottom left inside the box.  

Even though JFS had a three- goal cushion, they were hungry for more! After a numerous amount of clear-cut 

chances by Avi Wakefield, the home side got two deserved goals. Both were scored by super sub Yoni Poratz. His 

first goal was a keeper mistake, when the keeper rolled it straight to Yoni, and the second was a half volley from 

the back post. The home team could have made it ten, but the away side can thank the woodwork. 

As the game came to an end, you could see that it wasn’t the visitor’s day, with some very unlucky shots, but the 

defence stood like a brick wall. Man of the match was extremely hard to choose, with the likes of Ollie Tibber, Yo-

ni Poratz and Jordan Okwar all in the hat, but Alex Brickman was awarded it for his superb team management 

skills and rock solid play in midfield.            

  By Joshua Reuben, Year 8 
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Student Council 

Student Council is something shared by the whole school – each tutor 

group has a councillor. But what happens in there? I have taken the liberty 

to inform you about this vital JFS institution. 

At my first meeting, we playing ‘get to know each other’ games. This helps 

strengthen the relationship team skills within the committee.  

The 6th formers running it asked the councillors for ideas to improve the 

school. All the usual issues, such as use of phones and removing lanyards 

were brought up. Mending the toilets was agreed with by the 6th formers, 

this is in discussion with the company that owns the school site. It is also important the students take responsibility for 

their environment. There have been many cases of graffiti and littering there and around the whole school as well. The 

pictures of the Student Council were taken as well. These are displayed on the noticeboard by the dining hall so that 

everyone can see who represents them.  

The second meeting was a bigger opportunity, because the head teacher and head boy/girl were present. The latter 

were elected at the start of term and will represent us for the rest of the year. 

One issue with school council is that we rarely have enough time to agree proposals. There are two many opinions and 

the issues are to detailed to be addressed in a few hours a term.   

I believe that school council is an important place to raise vital issues, and with continued efforts we can make changes.  

By Gabriel Razgon Year 7  
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 Tu B’Shevat: the cycle of the trees (and smoothies) 

On 21 January, JFS celebrated Tu B’Shevat! There were a variety of fun and tasty activities taking place.Tu 

B’Shevat means “15th of shevat”, which is when it takes place in the Jewish calendar. It is a celebration of the 

New Year for the trees. Tu B’Shevat is an important day in the Jewish year because it marks the cut-off date of 

how to calculate the age of a tree. This is important because according to Jewish law, one is prohibited to eat the 

fruit from a tree in its first three years.  

There are a few great and delicious customs for Tu B’Shevat. The first custom is, obviously, to eat lots of fruit, 

particularly from the shiva’at haminim, or seven special fruits of Israel, including grapes, olives, dates, figs and 

pomegranates. The second is to eat a fruit which you haven’t eaten in that whole season so that you can recite 

the blessing of shehecheyanu. Some also have the custom to try to eat 15 different types of fruit on this festival. 

At JFS we had some amazing activities on offer as part of the 

celebration. Outside the lunch hall, there were bicycles which 

powered smoothie blenders. Exercise, healthy food and fun, all at 

the same time!Last but not least, the chocolate fountain. People 

queued all down the corridor for this delicious treat. You were able 

to choose from an assortment of fruit and sweets, skewered on a 

kebab and then dipped in the fountain oozing with chocolate.Well, I 

can’t wait for Tu B’Shevat next year!  

Emily Alexander, Year 7                               
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Interview With a Member of Staff: Rabbi Hodges 

Want to guess who is one of the most loved teachers at JFS as chosen by our youngest 

year group, Year Seven?  Following a vote held in February this year, the winner was the 

form tutor of 7BH: Rabbi Hodges. 

Rabbi Hodges joined JFS in September 2004, we all know him to be that funny, American 

JS teacher that easily makes a sometimes boring subject into one that we adore. He was 

asked all sorts of questions and he answered them honestly and truthfully. Did you know 

he, just like us, hates his lanyard photo and is normally found wearing it backwards!  

Why did you want to be a teacher? ‘I didn’t! I wanted to work for the FBI but when I went to 

Yeshiva (Israel) for four years that changed my mind.’  He told us that after spending a few years in Israel he got inspired to 

encourage young Jewish children and teach them Jewish Studies.   

What would you do to improve the school? ‘More opportunities for informal JS and a broader education, not only academic.’ 

How would YOU describe the perfect student? ‘a child that participates and has an active interest in class.” 

Favourite colour:  Blue 

Favourite person from the Torah:   Yacov, son of Isaac 

If you could have a super power what would it be:  Healing, so that I can heal anyone that is injured. 

Finally, the question that everyone has been waiting for:  Should phones be allowed at school? ‘No they are a distraction.’ He 

told the press that although he doesn’t believe in phones being allowed he thinks that JFS would benefit hugely from the use 

of iPads in lessons. 

By Tami Potishman, Year 7 
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Sixth form 

Sixth form at JFS is year 12 & year 13. You might think of sixth form as a place where you  get stressed out a lot , 

and that can happen, but when you’re not stressing out about exams or anything else playing on your mind, sixth 

form is a place to relax have fun and look back at your time at JFS. “Sixth form was a time of learning about myself 

and independence, hard work and friendships” Izzy Ambrose (alumni JFS student). 

In sixth form you have many different choices of which subjects you want to do, to move on to university. Some 

are: Politics, psychology, art, music, drama, sport and so many more! Whatever subjects you love you can do them 

for A levels. Choosing your subjects is the start of your future as whatever you want to be and become. 

At JFS there is a sixth form block just for sixth formers with their very own cafe! Even though they have these facili-

ties you might always see them around school as they get to wear their own clothes not the uniform. This for some 

people is a huge advantage. 

When you join sixth form you have many opportunities. One of 

them is to become either head boy or head girl. If you re into poli-

tics and you are studying it maybe try to get head boy or girl to see 

what it’s like.  

Here’s what one year 13 student has to say about sixth form - “As 

someone who has been a member of the JFS sixth form for over a 

year, I can safely say that it is my favourite part of the school. The 

increased independence you get compared to the lower school, as 

well as being able to study subjects you love, mean that sixth form 

is much more enjoyable. As well as this, there is a great social envi-

ronment and the multiple student led societies add to the overall benefits that sixth form brings.” Joe Gellman year 

13. Another student also speaks about sixth form for them. “I find the work a lot and I find sixth form very tiring but 

I’m enjoying studying my subjects in more detail’ 

By Ruby Ambrose, Year 7 

SOCRATIC SOCIETY 

JFS is not all about learning in classrooms. The majority of students’ 

lives are beyond the classroom. If you want to make your pursuits 

more varied, what about a little politics, debating and knowledge? 

When you think of politics, what is the first thing that comes to 

mind? Brexit? Donald Trump’s quote of ‘I will build a wall and the 

Mexicans will pay for it’? Theresa May? Corbyn? A lot would 

definitely be household names to you and your families. But why are these politicians like this?  

The answer lies in the Socratic Society. If you are interested in political dissertations and current affairs, and are 

willing to rise above the package propaganda, bias and in some cases, lies, of the mass media, join the Socratic 

Society! There is a real community spirit. Unlike normal lessons, the Society is content with lateness (it begins at 

12:40 and ends at 13:30), as long as the late person is knowledgeable and contributes to debates, which are very 

eye-opening. A lot of interesting thoughts were discussed and questions raised such as ‘Are right wing politics 

fascist or populist’ what about communist ideology? One of our conclusions at Socratic Society was that 

communism has a very close link to fascism. In a similar way, we explored the moral question surrounding 

colonialism and whether we, as humans, are real. We encourage you to come to Z202 where the club is, at any 

time on Wednesday lunch, and all humanity’s ideas will be available to you for free!  

By Gabriel Razgon  Year 7 
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The Holocaust Memorial Performance by the JFS Singers 

On the 24th of January the JFS Singers 

performed at the Holocaust Memorial Service 

at Brent Civic Centre near Wembley stadium. It 

was an evening performance starting at 7:00 

and the JFS Singers performed towards the 

end of the event. There were presentations 

made by survivors of the holocaust and their 

close relatives. One presentation in particular 

was incredibly informative and touching made 

by a woman whose father was a survivor of 

the holocaust. Her father had also written a 

book on his experience in a concentration 

camp. There was a video of him talking about his experience which gave us all a better idea of the struggles and 

sorrow he faced.  

The JFS Singers performed two songs, one with the London Cantorial Singers and one by ourselves. The first one we 

performed was called ‘Keili Keili’ which we performed with the London Cantorial Singers and the other song was a 

Yiddish lullaby called ‘Makh Tsu Di Eygelech’ and in true fashion we arrived early to take our picture on the stairs 

(see below). Overall it was a successful event and it reminded us to never forget.  

By Emily Bunder, Year 8  

Interesting lunch clubs 

This term a few members of staff have asked students from around the school, whom they know to have a sibling 

with a disability to meet in the health hut so that everyone can all meet each other. From this group of students, 

we have formed a type of club / society that 

occurs weekly. This club is built for the pur-

pose of children who have siblings with disabil-

ities to all meet and simply have a good time 

and get to know each other. The club is held 

every Thursday lunch (12:35) in the health hut.  

If you are a student of JFS who has a sibling 

with a disability then PLEASE DO speak to your 

head of year or PSO if you’re interested in join-

ing and that you heard about it in the news-

letter, so that you will receive all of the rele-

vant information, for example, if we change 

rooms you will be notified of that. You do not 

have to be committed 100% to it so you never need to worry if you miss a session. If you want to join this exciting 

new club but don’t feel comfortable talking with your head of year an alternative is to speak to me (Zoe Tamar), or 

any person that you know that is a part of this (in the mornings you can normally find me in H213). 

By Zoe Tamar Year 9  
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Spotlight 

This is your life– JFS Teachers 

Teachers are not just teachers  

Teachers may give detentions occasionally, but most JFS students forget that they are human beings as well, just like us. 

They have interests and hobbies too, and even sometimes did badly at school!  

Mr Ajithan 

As he is a science teacher, you will be surprised to learn that he loves music. He is a very experienced 

player of the mridangam, an Indian classical drum. It has its roots in ancient India, and the tunes are very 

beautiful! He also likes travelling to India and other parts of south-eastern Asia, especially Ko Samui in 

Thailand, which was his favourite holiday experience. 

But fast forward to his career, and his best experience at JFS is participating in the staff musical! But on the 

other hand, his worst is dealing with students who speak back aggressively. In his subject, Science, the area 

he likes most is biology, and with it comes an adoration of the human genome project! But despite his love 

of biology, he fears spiders and snakes!  

Mr Oviedo 

This teacher must have lived in more countries than any other teacher in the school! He was born in Spain 

(Seville, to be precise), lived in France and Italy for 1 summer each, in the UK for 8 years and the USA for 2 

years. His favourite country that he has lived in is Spain, but he also likes Italy, especially the Italian 

language, which ‘sounds like singing’, and he also likes Italian food. His favourite holiday was to Rome, and 

not because of the history or culture, the most famous aspects of the city. He liked it because of the food! 

When he was younger, he was a really clever student who was well behaved and best in the class! His 

favourite subject there was English. When he was at home, his favourite memory was getting a Christmas 

present in 1980, when he was aged 5. His present was a remote-controlled tank!  

Mr Oviedo went to university in New York state, in the USA, and afterwards, his first job was as a teaching assistant in another 

university in Buffalo, New York State. He then taught languages at various British secondary schools before coming to JFS.  

Mr Waring  

Even though, on the face of it, he is a very well-mannered JFS Computing teacher, who was, in his school 

life, ‘well-behaved, maybe not the cleverest but easily got the most achievement points every term’, he has 

one of the most controversial hobbies out of all the teachers interviewed in this article. He may like cycling 

and video games, but his favourite video game is actually…Fortnite! Yes, he may have stated that he 

‘maybe’ plays it, but this may need investigating, so I have assumed he plays it for now!  

At JFS, his favourite experience is teaching Year 9 students Python Turtle, because they listen well and enjoy it. 

But his worst experience is dealing with broken computers, a very long and tedious activity. The reason Mr 

Waring likes teaching Computing is because it allows people to learn and create interesting programmes to 

make other people’s lives easier. 

By Gabriel Razgon, Year 7 
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