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AJEX needs 170K for vital services

BY DAVID SAFFER

AJEX has a £170K march funding cam-
praign this weekend (o ensure il continues
s vinal communal work in remembrance,
weltare and education. The 36-hour fund-
rakser runs from Sunday until Monday
27ih February.

AJEX's website includes an illuminating
interview by Cadetr Edgar Santos with
AB-year-old D- Day veteran Mervyn Kersh
and exclusive mterview with Rachel Riley
an Sunday [Gpm].

The [ewish :|:||:|tLu|::. associalion is
dedicated to pewish men and women who
fought, and continwe (o figlt, Tor [reedorm
anel security. AJEX ensiires their irense
contributien is not fergotten. The charity,
couniers anlisemitism, spans tae UK Jow-
Bl community across generations and
supports velerans and their families.

Bearly every family has a connection o
AJEX through a parent, grandparent, great
grandpanent or relative.

Aside from tie Remembrance Sun-
day parade, AJEX provides educational
resources, school visits, speaker pro-
grammes and anendance a military

events with AJTEX Standards flying the flag. :

AJEX has enabled Natienal Chair Dan
Fiax 1o tell the story of fewish service 1o the
Croini.

“my grandlather served in World War
Tw, e was a member of AJEX and went
an the parade, so there has always been a
l:|.|:||.i|1..' connection,” e |.'1|.1|ui||.|.'-:|. "AJEX
hias given me the chance o give talks w
Jewigl communities, sehoals and assoc-
ations. My passion for the work ATEN does
has grovwn rom there”

Regarding the lundraiser, Fox explained
what funds will go towarnds?

He said: "It is o imporiant we support
welerans and their families whether they
ate at home or in care Lacilities. There are
also serving lewish veterans who could
find themselves to be a veleran in need
al help. Funds will help the National 3e-
maorial Arboretum by paying for transport,
more pducational infdatives and oter
services. The AJEX parade is also a huge
undertaking”

Regarding the online interviews, Fox
abserved: "Edgar and Mervyn have a very
moving interaction. They reach out across
the generations to understand each
ather's experiences. [1's aboul appreciar-
i what the World War Two generalion
dlid for us and how the new generation
cai honour sar. With Raclel, its a

wide-ranging interview on
the work she has done
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in combaling anlisemilism, bt also her

career and family”

AJEX is busy throughout the year. Two
ML ev'enls are the Atharelum cererno-
oy during Arms Forces Week and annuoal
¢ parade atthe Cenotaply. There are other
ooaclivilies, as Fox ﬂ:{nlu.i:u.'d.

1 A priority is 1o campaign o get Jewish

- families o claim their medals” e said.

P "Medals get Lost but you can get replace-
ments whether they are from grear gramd-
parents, grandgarents or parents. And you
are entitled to wear them at reme mbrance

L oevents. ILis really special 1o see families

- o the annual parede. [ want e see as

t many medals as possible (o re-emphasise

¢ the Jewish service over the decades. They

i are woenderful artefacts for families o

¢ have and pass on’

Vlerans are getting older, why is it so
imprrtant o preserve their memory?
Fox olderved: “They took part in Somse

¢ ol the most mamentous evends in British

¢ history. There is a responsibiling o ensure

* ther stories, experiences and contrilu-
tion made is remermbered. It's particularly

:important for the Jewish community (o

¢ ensure we maintain a sense of pride and
understanding that our history hugs the
contours of Britain's history. This goes
for all pars of society and includes the

 mdlitary. The story is still being told today

i with Jewish members of the armed forces

T serving

‘ ENJOY AJEX's exclusive interview with
" Rachel Riley on Sunday [6pm]. See also
Cadet Edgar Santos interview 98-year-
old D-Day veteran Mervyn Kersh
at www.charityextra.com/ajex

Riiai| Ry Jesed itz Alan Stratt)

Edpae Sarbas with D -Duay vetoan Morvyn Kok

SUPPORT AJEX to help continue its vital work.
Donations: www.charityextra.com/ajex
or telephone 0208 2022323.

“But perhaps the main point & that
Jewish service 1o the Crown stands in the
starkest contradiction o vile antisemitic
accusations that gets thrown at us. In par-
ticular, the idea of dual kyvaley o sone-
hew standing apart [rom society. Those
that served and those who support those
who served are obvious contradictions 1o
thiat shae?

How inspiring is it 1o walk with the
velerans il |:tuludl.-'x1‘

“You can't prut tsak inte words” e said.
“I recently had tea with a DDay veteran
and, despite all that las been learmt over
the years, it's hard o imagine what it
st have been like 1o land on a beach in
France, dropped in to a Netherlands town
ot sel up camp in a Burma jungle and face
what they faced every day. That genera-
ticm is ineredible. They remain a source
of inspiration for what they did, bur alse
for everything they have done since. They
carne back from a war or national servies
1o build lives, families, businesses and
comimunities. Their lives without military
service is inspiring, butwith it is the most
incredible sory an individoal can pell’

Educating youth and the Jewish con-
tribution are key aspects for AJEX. The
charity accepis invitations from schools,
groups and synagogues to el the history
ol AJEX and Jewish service o the Crown.

Fox poted: "We produce educational
materials, not just for young people, but
for everyone to use”

And youngsters enjoy meeting velerans
and military personnel®

i with a DDay veleran,
o budding historian and was lascinaed.

“1 ok a history GCSE pupil when [ met
enthused Fox. “He's

You anly kave to see the faees and entlu-
sgasm ol school groups and cadets on the

anmual parade to know they are getting to
¢ el a part of something special. They find
the experience of a military event and the
¢ history that comes with it enriching.”

AJEX is well known lor playing a huge

bopile i tul.'ki:q.; anbisemitism.

“Chur history is part of the fght,” ex-
|:l]i.'1i|:|.1.'d.]'-tlx.. “lewish weterans from World
War Two formed the 43 Group that in-

¢ volved in the 62 Group, which became the
¢ 80 then CST. That is very much a part of
: the history and inspiration”

Jews have served the British Armed

Forces bor ceniuries. In YWorld War One,
S00600 [ews servecd. I 1921, [ewish verer-

ans lakd the first wreath at the Cenotaph.
With rising antisemilism and fascism

i BEurope, the lewish Ex-servicemen's

: Legion wias formed i 19209, To svoid

¢ penfusion with the British Legion {now
Ry al British Legion} AJEX, the Assecia-
 lson ol Tewish Ex-servicemen and women,
¢ eame about in 1936, After World War

T, when ovar 70,000 Jews served, AJEX
provided support o veterans along with
PrOEAT IS,

AJEXs Mational Clhair & svare of the

: legacy. The upeoming lundraiser is essen-
- 5al lor the organisation.

Fox observed: “Anything people donate

 will enable us t keep up our momenium
o the community”
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