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Theo Boyce
• Human, Social, and Political Sciences at Queens’ 

College, Cambridge

• Further degrees at Guildhall School of Music and 
Drama and Birkbeck, University of London

• 10 years’ experience in helping young people make 
decisions and prepare for university study
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Oxbridge Applications
• 25 years of experience

• A range of support available, 
from one-day events to on-going 
academic tuition

• Thousands of Oxbridge offers
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Why apply?



Rewarding Application 
Process



Academic Resources



History and Tradition



College Life & Extracurriculars 



Networking and Careers



Some Common ‘Awkward’ Questions O
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• Isn’t it just for posh (white) people? 

• Isn’t it more expensive?

• Isn’t Oxford worse than Cambridge?

• Why can’t you apply to both?

• Isn’t it impossible to get in?



“Do it - you may as well! The whole 
application should help with your A 
Levels and it can be fun. If you want 
to get in - start early, and research 

the course properly”

Successful Oxford Applicant, Engineering

Supported by Oxbridge Applications 2023-24
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What are they looking for?



“There are many more deserving 
applicants than we have places”

Dr. Buda, Oxbridge Applications tutor 
Ex Cambridge Admissions
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GCSEs O
xb

ridge 
A

p
p

licationsAverage Applicant: 7A* (8 or 9)

Average Shortlisted Applicant: 7.8A* (8 or 9)

Average Offer Holder: 8.5A* (8 or 9)

School average is also taken into account
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Average Applicant: Predicted 2 A*

Average Offer Holder: Predicted 2.8 A*

Again, school average is taken into account



Grades are Necessary, not Sufficient O
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9 in all their GCSEs

• The lower the interview rate, the more 
important these will be

• Oxford weight GCSEs slightly more, 

Cambridge weight A Levels slightly more
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The Case of Alistair
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So… What Are they Looking for? O
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• A genuine passion for the subject area

• Someone who will suit the Oxbridge style of 

learning and teaching



Strategy



Choose wisely
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University
Cambridge

Natural Sciences 

• Higher interview rate

• Preferably 4 science/maths A Levels

• NSAA used for all applicants

• Loose, open structure, with room to chop 
and change

• 4 years possible but only on good 
performance and application

Oxford

Individual Science Courses

• Lower interview rate

• Varied (or no) admission tests

• Much more prescriptive structure with 

mostly set modules in first two years

• 4 years normal and expected
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I like History… Oxford 

• History & Economics, 11%

• History & Politics, 11%

• History & English, 13%

• History of Art, 14%

• History & Languages, 25%

• History (Ancient & Modern), 23%

• History, 23 %

• ‘CAAH’ 24%

• ‘Arch + Anth’, 24%

• ‘AMES’, 30%

• Theology, 41%

• Classics, 41%

Cambridge

• History & Politics, 13%

• History of Art, 20%

• History & Languages, 24%

• History, 33%

• ‘AMES’ 50%

• Archaeology, 50%

• Classics, 50%

• Theology, 50%

• ‘ASNAC’, 53%
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• Academic

• Relevant

• Beyond your syllabus 
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Go Further with Super-curriculars



The ‘story’ of your developing interests
O
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➢ You listen to a podcast about ant behaviour …

➢ You opt to write about ant behaviour in your EPQ…

➢ You extend your project further and enter it into a 

national student science competition…

➢ You submit your research to the  ‘Global Ant Project’ 

organisation…

➢ They offer you a week of work experience in the 

summer…

➢ You do an online course from an American university 

about entomology (insect studies)...
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• 1 page of A4 (no change for 2024)

• Evidence your:

• Motivation

• Independent Thinking

• Suitability

• Tell the story of how you came to love this subject

Make an ‘I Think’ Personal Statement
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“Put a lot of work into your personal 

statement and make sure you include only the 

things that you feel comfortable to talk about 

in an interview”

Successful Cambridge Applicant, Natural Sciences

Supported by Oxbridge Applications 2023-24
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Start Early with Admissions Tests

• There are 32 admissions tests run at 
Oxbridge

• For competitive courses these are very
heavily weighted

• Don’t be intimidated – enjoy the challenge.



Small Margins can make a big difference
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Written Work Performance

• Needed for many essay subjects

• Marked with undergraduate criteria in mind
• Argument-driven
• Evidence-based
• Strong focus on question

• Show some contrast if you submit two
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Interviews - what actually happens?
• 30-minute meetings with academics (1-6 but 

usually 2)

• Focused on academic discussion relevant to the 
subject

• Likely to involve being shown new ideas / material

• Likely online in 2024 (Teams or Zoom)
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Is it ever morally justifiable to destroy art?

If someone arrives at your clinic with an alien and 

says the alien has been hurt, how do you 

determine if the alien is in pain?

Estimate how much energy could be 

stored in a 1 cubic meter block of steel?
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Showing Suitability

• Contribute to the discussion

• Relax and enjoy the conversation

• Use the ‘specificity rule’



Some Final Notes
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Managing your Time
• Make your goals achievable and diarised

• Put more time and effort into the more 
important aspects of the application

• Cut down on any extraneous commitments if 
needed, temporarily
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Managing your Emotions
• Applying to university can be stressful

• Remember you are not in competition with 
your school peers - help each other!

• Try to limit family discussion of university 
applications to a set time each week / month
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Maximising your Potential

• Take roads off the beaten track – this will 
help you to stand out

• Build your academic taste

• Get help – most people get it in some form
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“It's not out of reach - don't deny yourself the 

opportunity because you think you won't get 

in. If you love what you're doing it will be 

reflected in your application.”

Successful applicant for English, Oxford

Supported by Oxbridge Applications 2023-24
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Any Questions?

info@oxbridgeapplications.com
+44(0) 207 499 2394

Register on our website:

mailto:info@oxbridgeapplications.com
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