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Post-16 Widening 
Participation & Outreach



▪ Overview of Post-18 options

▪ Understand the university 
application process

▪ Explore personal statements

▪ Overview of Student Finance

Aims of the session



▪A level route

▪Unsure on what to do 

▪Msci Contemporary Chinese 
Studies at the UoN

▪Year abroad at UNNC

About Me!
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Our UK campuses

University Park

Campus

Jubilee Campus

Sutton Bonington



China Campus

Our campuses

Malaysia Campus



Key info
Award-winning 

campuses

No. 2 in the UK 
for top 

employers

Sports University 
of the 

Year 2024

QS World University Rankings 2024

22 Green Flag Awards

for our green spaces

The Times and The Sunday Times Good 

University Guide

Top 100 Global 
University

High Fliers Graduate 

Report 2023

No. 7 in the UK 
for research

Research Excellence 

Framework 2021



Post-18 Options



Your post 18 options

A Levels

Higher Education

Employment

18

BTEC

International 

Baccalaureate

Apprenticeship

Higher level/degree apprenticeship

Gap year

Employment with training

Level 3                                                                     Level 4- 7



▪ Essential for some professions

▪ Internationally recognised 
qualification

▪ Develop expertise

▪ Challenge yourself

▪ Invest in your future

Why go to university?



▪ Over 52,000 courses offered in UK

▪ Over 8,00 Apprenticeship courses

▪ Over 400 UK providers

▪ Variety of institution types

▪ Options overseas

What are your 
options?



Career prospects leading to higher salaries

Graduates

Source Statistica 

(2023) using 

data from Gov.uk 

and Department 

of Education

Non-graduates



Making choices



Overview of UCAS cycle

*you may be required to sit additional admissions tests, 

and/or interviews for certain courses

Research
Book open 

days
Apply via 

UCAS*
Interview*

Offers made
Select 

choices
Results day

Start 
University! 



How can I 

support them in 

deciding what 

to study?

Career

Quizzes

Something new

Current subjects



▪UCAS Hub: Course finder

▪Open Day information

▪Key dates

▪Entry requirements

How can UCAS help?





Location

Student life  

Facilities 

Study abroad

Size

City/Campus

Employability 

Ranking



▪Attend many!

▪Get a feel for the place

▪Ask lots of questions 

▪Virtual open days & taster lectures

Open Days



Personal Statements



▪ Explain why you are applying

▪ Demonstrate your suitability

▪ Character limit 4000 (47 lines)

▪ Avoid plagiarism or using AI 

▪ Read by admissions staff and/or academics

▪ One statement for all 

Personal Statement



What are 

universities 

looking for?

A genuine interest for the 

subject(s)

Intellectual 

curiosity

Engagement with the subject 

outside of the curriculum

A well-rounded 

individual

Suitable skill set 



Structure

Introduction

Analysis of academic activities

Wider skills

Analysis of extra-curricular 
activities

7
0
-8

0
%

2
0
-3

0
%



Student Finance



▪ Tuition fees are £9,250

▪ Student loan and Maintenance loan 
available

▪ Repayments start after you 
graduate

Overview of Student Finance



▪ Tuition Fee loan

▪Maintenance loan

▪Some grants available

Help from the Government

What support is available?

▪Bursaries

▪Grants

▪Scholarships

Help from Universities



Other Funding

Local authority 
care bursary

Disabled 
Students’ 
Allowance 

(DSA)

Childcare 
Grant

The Parents’ 
Learning 

Allowance

Dependants’ 
Grant

NHS Learning 
Support Fund 

(LSF)

NHS bursaries 
(for Med or 
Dentistry)

Study 
abroad/travel 

grants



▪ April after you graduate

▪ Repay 9% of income over £25,000

▪ Like a ‘graduate tax’ deducted from 

monthly salary

▪ Loan is written off after 40 years

Loan Repayments 



Repayments

Approx repayment from April 

2027 based on estimated RPI
England – Plan 5



Accept 
feedback & 
redraft

Read about 
SFE

Accept feedback & redraft

Start research early

UCAS Hub

Know the deadlines

Check entry requirements

Understand Extra and Clearing

Top Tips from UCAS



How did I do?

Follow us on 
Social Media:

@UniofNottingham

Thank-You!

Any questions?

‘Other’

Charlotte Stone
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